Early Training Principles
1. Let a puppy be a puppy for awhile; there is plenty of time for him to be an adult. 

2. Don't try to force a timeline on a pup. 

3. Respect the balance between too much "exposure" and not enough (e.g. a couple of minutes of roughhousing is okay, but unrestricted play is not good.) 

4. Don't give commands (or continually repeat commands) that the dog doesn't know. And don't give commands that you can't enforce. 

5. Teach commands first, then reinforce the behavior, and then correct - and only if the correction can be well-timed. 

6. Concentrate on one thing at a time before moving on to another command or task. Remember the analogy of building a house - the foundation must be solid, or everything above it will fall apart. 

7. A calm demeanor around a puppy will help him to learn to be calm as well. 

8. Limit praise so that praise given always has value. 

9. Three or four retrieves are plenty for a youngster. Always put him away wanting more retrieves rather than overdoing it. (This is often extremely difficult for  a new puppy owner to do.) 

10. Help young dogs to be successful in whatever they do. Set them up for success. Do not set them up to fail just to get a correction. When they succeed, the reward means more. 

11. Introducing birds at an early age builds confidence. 

12. Early training and socialization will make more of a difference in a dog's later life than any other non-genetic factors. Inadequate early training can override all of a dog's outstanding genetic traits. 

