45 Stupid Questions You Need to Ask BEFORE the Test.

1. What happens when I arrive at the test? 

2. Should I attend the handlers briefing or just sleep in? 

Started
3. How and when do I bring my dog to the line? 

4. How can I keep the dog calm in the holding blind? 

5. Can I point out the guns for the dog before signaling that I’m ready? 

6. What can I do to assist the dog in locating the marks?

7. What does the test consist of?

8. Should I handle the gun while holding the dog? 

9. Is a Started dog evaluated for steadiness? 

10. When should I recast the dog and how does that affect his test assuming he’s successful on the recast? 

11. What is the dog expected to do once released to retrieve?
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12. What is meant by “proceed directly…”?

13. What is the Area of the Fall (AOF)?

14. Does a dog stopped by a whistle in the AOF prior to establishing a hunt get credit for marking? 

15. What if the dog is handled to the AOF? 

16. What is the Hunt Area? How is it different from the AOF?

17. What is required for the delivery? 

Seasoned
18. What is tested?

19. What are the distances? 

20. My dog gets excited and pulls me to the line because we never train with a leash. He’ll do fine off-lead. Does it matter? 

21. Where should the dog be looking when I am “ready” for the marks to come out? 

22. Should I ever recast my dog in a seasoned test? 

23. What can I do to assist the dog with marking and memory at the line?

24. What is required on the delivery of the bird to the handler? 

25. Could my dog fail if he drops several birds and requires repeated coaching to pick up birds dropped at the line? 

26. How can I assist my dog on the walk up? 

27. If my dog creeps forward, should I re-heel him? 

28. What is the judge looking for on the blind? 

29. Is “popping” penalized at this level? 

30. What is the judge looking for on the diversion? 

31. Will a dog fail for switching?
Finished
32. What is tested in a finished hunt? 

33. What are the distances? 

34. My dog always picks which memory bird he wants to retrieve second, but someone told me to always pick the two outside ones up before the center bird. What’s right?

35. When should I recast my dog? 

36. How many marks can I handle the dog to and still be OK? 

37. After being released from an honor, when can I put his leash on? 

38. I failed a test because I kept giving an angle back and the dog kept going straight back down the shore. What should I do next time? 

39. On a blind, what should I consider when I line him up?

40. If a judge says he wants me to “challenge his blind” what is he trying to say?

41. How wide of a path is the line to the blind?

42. What does “making progress toward the blind” really mean?

43. Will a dog fail for switching? 

44. What if he gets “lock-jaw” on a delivery?

45. What’s the best way to line a dog up for the blind?
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Always remember to thank your judges for giving up their time so you can test your dog!
Sportsmanship matters!
